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For the reasons set out in the preamble, 50 CFR part 622 is proposed to 

be amended as follows: 

PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC 

 1.  The authority citation for part 622 continues to read as follows: 

 Authority:  16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.    

 2.  In § 622.32, paragraph (b)(1)(v) is added to read as follows: 

§ 622.32 Prohibited and limited-harvest species. 

* * * * * 

 (b) * * * 

 (1) * * * 

 (v) No person may fish for or possess midnight parrotfish, blue 

parrotfish, or rainbow parrotfish in or from the Caribbean EEZ.  Such fish 

caught in the Caribbean EEZ must be released with a minimum of harm. 

* * * * *  

 3.  In § 622.33, paragraph (d)(1) is revised to read as follows: 

§ 622.33 Caribbean EEZ seasonal and/or area closures. 

* * * * * 

 (d) * * * 

 (1) Pursuant to the procedures and criteria established in the FMP for 

Queen Conch Resources in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, when the 

ACL, as specified in § 622.49(c)(2)(i)(A), is reached or projected to be 

reached, the Regional Administrator will close the Caribbean EEZ to the 

harvest and possession of queen conch, in the area east of 64°34' W. 
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longitude which includes Lang Bank, east of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, 

by filing a notification of closure with the Office of the Federal Register. 

* * * * * 

 4.  In § 622.39, paragraph (g) is added to read as follows: 

§ 622.39 Bag and possession limits. 

* * * * * 

 (g) Caribbean reef fish--(1) Applicability.  Paragraph (a)(1) of this 

section notwithstanding, the bag limits of paragraph (g)(2) of this section 

do not apply to a person who has a valid commercial fishing license issued by 

Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

 (2) Bag limits.  Groupers, snappers, and parrotfishes combined--5 per 

person per day or, if 3 or more persons are aboard, 15 per vessel per day; 

but not to exceed 2 parrotfish per person per day or 6 parrotfish per vessel 

per day.   

 5.  In § 622.48, paragraph (b) is revised and paragraph (m) is added to 

read as follows: 

§ 622.48 Adjustment of management measures. 

* * * * * 

 (b) Caribbean reef fish.  Fishery management units (FMUs), quotas, trip 

limits, bag limits, size limits, closed seasons or areas, gear restrictions, 

fishing years, MSY, OY, TAC, maximum fishing mortality threshold (MFMT), 

minimum stock size threshold (MSST), overfishing limit (OFL), acceptable 

biological catch (ABC) control rules, ACLs, AMs, ACTs, and actions to 
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minimize the interaction of fishing gear with endangered species or marine 

mammals. 

* * * * * 

 (m) Caribbean queen conch.  Quotas, trip limits, bag limits, size 

limits, closed seasons or areas, gear restrictions, fishing year, MSY, OY, 

TAC, MFMT, MSST, OFL, ABC control rules, ACLs, AMs, ACTs, and actions to 

minimize the interaction of fishing gear with endangered species or marine 

mammals. 

 6.  In § 622.49, paragraph (c) is added to read as follows: 

§ 622.49 Accountability measures. 

* * * * * 

 (c) Caribbean island management areas.  If landings from a Caribbean 

island management area, as specified in Appendix E to part 622, except for 

landings of queen conch (see § 622.33(d)), are estimated by the SRD to have 

exceeded the applicable ACL, as specified in paragraph (c)(1) for Puerto Rico 

management area species or species groups, paragraph (c)(2) for St. Croix 

management area species or species groups, or paragraph (c)(3) for St. 

Thomas/St. John management area species or species groups, the AA will file a 

notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the 

beginning of the following fishing year, to reduce the length of the fishing 

season for the applicable species or species groups that year by the amount 

necessary to ensure landings do not exceed the applicable ACL.  If NMFS 

determines the ACL for a particular species or species group was exceeded 

because of enhanced data collection and monitoring efforts instead of an 
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increase in total catch of the species or species group, NMFS will not reduce 

the length of the fishing season for the applicable species or species group 

the following fishing year.  Landings will be evaluated relative to the 

applicable ACL as follows.  For 2010, only 2010 landings will be compared to 

the ACL; in 2011, the average of 2010 and 2011 landings will be compared to 

the ACL; and in 2012 and subsequent fishing years, the 3-year running average 

of landings will be compared to the ACL.  With the exceptions of Caribbean 

queen conch in Puerto Rico and St. Thomas/St. John management areas, goliath 

grouper, Nassau grouper, midnight parrotfish, blue parrotfish, and rainbow 

parrotfish, ACLs are based on the combined Caribbean EEZ and territorial 

landings for each management area.  The ACLs specified in paragraphs (c)(1), 

(c)(2), and (c)(3) of this section are given in round weight.  (See § 622.32 

for limitations on taking prohibited and limited harvest species.  The 

limitations in § 622.32 apply without regard to whether the species is 

harvested by a vessel operating under a valid commercial fishing license 

issued by Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands or by a person subject to 

the bag limits.) 

 (1) Puerto Rico.  (i) Commercial ACLs.  The following ACLs apply to 

commercial landings of Puerto Rico management area species or species groups. 

 (A) Queen conch--0 lb (0 kg), for the EEZ only. 

 (B) Parrotfishes--52,724 lb (23,915 kg). 

 (C) Snapper Unit 1--284,685 lb (129,131 kg). 

 (D) Snapper Unit 2--145,916 lb (66,186 kg). 

 (E) Snapper Unit 3--345,775 lb (156,841 kg). 
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 (F) Snapper Unit 4--373,295 lb (169,324 kg). 

 (G) Groupers--177,513 lb (80,519 kg). 

 (ii) Recreational ACLs.  The following ACLs apply to recreational 

landings of Puerto Rico management area species or species groups. 

 (A) Queen conch--0 lb (0 kg), for the EEZ only.  

 (B) Parrotfishes--15,259 lb (6,921 kg). 

 (C) Snapper Unit 1--95,526 lb (43,330 kg). 

 (D) Snapper Unit 2--34,810 lb (15,790 kg). 

 (E) Snapper Unit 3--83,158 lb (37,720 kg). 

 (F) Snapper Unit 4--28,509 lb (12,931 kg). 

 (G) Groupers--77,213 lb (35,023 kg). 

 (2) St. Croix.  (i) ACLs.  The following ACLs apply to landings of St. 

Croix management area species or species groups. 

 (A) Queen conch--50,000 lb (22,680 kg). 

 (B) Parrotfishes--240,002 lb (108,863 kg). 

 (C) Snappers--102,946 lb (46,696 kg). 

 (D) Groupers--30,435 lb (13,805 kg). 

 (ii) [Reserved] 

 (3) St. Thomas/St. John.  (i) ACLs.  The following ACLs apply to 

landings of St. Thomas/St. John management area species or species groups. 

 (A) Queen conch--0 lb (0 kg), for the EEZ only.  

 (B) Parrotfishes--42,500 lb (19,278 kg). 

 (C) Snappers--133,775 lb (60,679 kg). 

 (D) Groupers--51,849 lb (23,518 kg). 
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  (ii) [Reserved] 

 7.  In table 2 of Appendix A, snappers, units 1 and 2 are revised; sea 

basses and groupers, units 3 and 4 are revised; and sea basses and groupers, 

unit 5 is added to read as follows: 

Appendix A to Part 622–-Species Tables 

* * * * * 

Table 2 of Appendix A to Part 622--Caribbean Reef Fish 

Lutjanidae--Snappers 

Unit 1 

 Black snapper, Apsilus dentatus 

 Blackfin snapper, Lutjanus buccanella 

 Silk snapper, Lutjanus vivanus  

 Vermilion snapper, Rhomboplites aurorubens 

 Wenchman, Pristipomoides aquilonaris 

Unit 2 

 Cardinal, Pristipomoides macrophthalmus  

 Queen snapper, Etelis oculatus 

* * * * * 

Serranidae--Sea basses and Groupers 

* * * * * 

Unit 3 

 Coney, Epinephelus fulvus 

 Graysby, Epinephelus cruentatus  

 Red hind, Epinephelus guttatus  
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 Rock hind, Epinephelus adscensionis 

Unit 4 

 Black grouper, Mycteroperca bonaci  

 Red grouper, Epinephelus morio 

 Tiger grouper, Mycteroperca tigris 

 Yellowfin grouper, Mycteroperca venenosa 

Unit 5 

 Misty grouper, Epinephelus mystacinus 

 Yellowedge grouper, Epinephelus flavolimbatus 

* * * * * 

 8.  Appendix E to part 622 is added to read as follows: 

Appendix E to Part 622–-Caribbean Island/Island Group Management Areas 

Table 1 of Appendix E to Part 622--Coordinates of the Puerto Rico Management 

Area.  The Puerto Rico management area is bounded by rhumb lines connecting, 

in order, the following points. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A (intersects with the International/EEZ 

boundary) 

19°37'29" 65°20'57" 

B (intersects with the EEZ/Territorial 

boundary) 

18°25'46.3015" 65°06'31.866" 

From Point B, proceed southerly along the 

EEZ/Territorial boundary to Point C 

  

C (intersects with the EEZ/Territorial 

boundary) 

18°13'59.0606" 65°05'33.058" 
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D 18°01'16.9636" 64°57'38.817" 

E 17°30'00.000" 65°20'00.1716" 

F  16°02'53.5812" 65°20'00.1716" 

From Point F, proceed southwesterly, then 

northerly, then easterly, and finally 

southerly along the International/EEZ 

boundary to Point A 

  

A (intersects with the International/EEZ 

boundary) 

19°37'29" 65°20'57" 

  

Table 2 of Appendix E to Part 622--Coordinates of the St. Croix Management 

Area.  The St. Croix management area is bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 

order, the following points. 

Point North lat. West long. 

G 18°03'03" 64°38'03" 

From Point G, proceed easterly, then 

southerly, then southwesterly along the 

EEZ/Territorial boundary to Point F 

  

F 16°02'53.5812" 65°20'00.1716" 

E 17°30'00.000" 65°20'00.1716" 

D 18°01'16.9636" 64°57'38.817" 

G 18°03'03" 64°38'03" 
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Table 3 of Appendix E to Part 622--Coordinates of the St. Thomas/St. John 

Management Area.  The St. Thomas/St. John management area is bounded by rhumb 

lines connecting, in order, the following points. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A (intersects with the International/EEZ 

boundary) 

19°37'29" 65°20'57" 

From Point A, proceed southeasterly along 

the EEZ/Territorial boundary to Point G 

  

G 18°03'03" 64°38'03" 

D 18°01'16.9636" 64°57'38.817" 

C (intersects with the EEZ/Territorial 

boundary) 

18°13'59.0606" 65°05'33.058" 

From Point C, proceed northerly along the 

EEZ/Territorial boundary to Point B 

  

B (intersects with the EEZ/Territorial 

boundary) 

18°25'46.3015" 65°06'31.866" 

A (intersects with the International/EEZ 

boundary) 

19°37'29" 65°20'57" 

 

 


